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1st July 1865, that the huge fabric of speculation, which the pros-
perity following in the wake of the American Civil Wairiad reared
up, came tumbling down, involving banks, commercial houses,
company promoters, stock-jobbers and merchant princes in one vast
ruin. It was indeed a day of tribulation and tears on which Bombay
received her charter of municipal government.
The new regime was heir to a heavily burdened state. Neverthe-
less, a vast programme of improvements was undertaken by the Com-
missioner, Mr. Arthur Crawford, supported by his energetic assistant,
Dr. Hewlett, the Health Officer. The years that followed witnessed
strenuous activity in every direction. From being " one foul cesspool
and sewers discharging on the sand," the City was made clean and
healthy. The scavenger's tyranny was overthrown, and a sound
conservancy system was established. Broad roads and foot-paths and
adequate lighting arrangements were provided, and the citizens were
no longer obliged to stumble in the dark along narrow and uneven
lanes and thoroughfares. A satisfactory system of water supply was
introduced, a market which was the envy of other towns was built,
and open spaces were created in various centres. The old ramparts
which surrounded the Fort had already been pulled down, a large
area on the western foreshore had .been reclaimed, and various other
improvements had been effected under the inspiration of Sir Bartle
Frere, the then Governor of Bombay, who saw in the Gateway of
the East possibilities of development into one of the finest cities in
the world. Mr. Crawford's vision was no less broad, and he laboured
strenuously to bring Bombay in a line with the most progressive
towns in the West. What he accomplished is writ large in her
history. His ways were autocratic, however, and his disregard of the
financial aspect of his policy was truly sublime. He brushed aside all
constitutional checks, and both the Justices and the Controller of
Accounts found themselves helpless before his masterful personality.
So long as things went well, this one-man-rule appeared to be
free from objection, though not infrequently, lively encounters took
place between the Commissioner and his critics on the Bench of
Justices. But the Municipality was soon on the verge of bank-
ruptcy, and all the pent-up forces of discontent which had lain under
the surface for several years burst out, and a loud outcry was raised